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Dear Parents and Carers, 

  Welcome to Thomas Aô Becket Infant School. Choosing the right 

school for your child is an important milestone in your familyôs life and 

we hope that you will choose to become part of our friendly and      

supportive school community. We are a  Government Maintained Infant 

School for children aged between four and seven with approximately 

540 children on roll.  

 

  We are proud of our highly skilled and dedicated staff who work 

closely as a team to ensure we meet the needs of your children in the 

most effective manner. Our óSafe, Happy and Ready to Learn ô ethos is 

based on the importance of developing emotional literacy and we have 

five learning friends who help us to focus on the key values we believe 

help us all to be successful learners: 

  

Reggie Respect   

 

  

    Ethel Effort  

 

 

    Agnes Attitude  

 

 

    Carlos Collaboration 

 

 
    Hermione Honesty  

 

 

 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ ŜǎǘŜŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŀǩǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƪŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
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We have six classes in each of our year groups: 

 

Reception  

 

Butterflies   Beetles  Dragonflies  

 

 

Grasshoppers        Honeybees            Ladybirds  

 

 

Year 1  

 

Badgers   Foxes  Hedgehogs   

 

 

Owls      Rabbits          Squirrels  

 

 

Year 2 

 

Dolphins   Manta Rays   Octopus   

 

Seahorses  Starfish  Turtles  
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 /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ŜǘŀƛƭǎΥ 

IŜŀŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΥ !ƳŀƴŘŀ 5ƛƴƎǿŀƭƭ  

 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !Ω .ŜŎƪŜǘ LƴŦŀƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

tŜƭƘŀƳ wƻŀŘΣ 

²ƻǊǘƘƛƴƎΣ 

²Ŝǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ .bмо мW. 

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ƻŶŎŜϪǘŀōƛƴŦŀƴǘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ǿǿǿΦǘŀōƛƴŦŀƴǘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ   

mailto:office@thomasbecketfirst.w-sussex.sch.uk
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The School Day 

 We operate a staggered start and pick up to reduce congestion in and 
around the school site. 

Gates open: 8.35/8:40 

Drop Off Times: 8.40ð8.50 

Pick Up Time: 2.40ð2.50 

Reception: Grasshopper, Beetle and Honeybee  

Year 1: Hedgehog, Owl and Fox 

Year 2: Octopus, Turtle and Dolphin 

Drop Off Times: 8.50ð9.00 

Pick Up Time: 2.50ð3.00 

Reception: Ladybird, Butterfly, 

Dragonfly  

Year 1: Badger, Rabbit,  

Squirrel 

Year 2: Seahorse, Manta Ray, 

Starfish 

Security and Safeguarding 

Morning Drop Off 

¶ There are separate arrangements for each class depending on location 

within the grounds. For most year 1 & 2 classes parents/carers wait on 

the playground with their child until the whistle blows at 8:40am.  

¶ Reception children wait in the outdoor Reception areas. 

Afternoon Pick Up 

¶ Children are released into the care of parents/carers from the classroom 

door.  

¶ Please inform the class teacher or office if you or your named carer are 

not collecting your child. 

¶ We will not release your child into the care of an adult that is unknown to 
us without prior arrangement. 
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Admissions 

 

Admissions are decided on behalf of the school by the Local Education    

Authority.  Applications are made online at: 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-

and-colleges/school-places/  

Alternatively you can find the link on our school website. 

www.tabinfant.org.uk  

 

Prospective parents are warmly invited to visit the school during the       

Autumn Term when tours are organised by the Leadership Team. 

 Please contact the school office or look at the school website for further 

details.   

 

If your child has an EHCP (Educational Health Care Plan) you may also   

contact the County Special Needs Team (SENAT) on 03330 142903 for   

further advice. 
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Safeguarding  

 

At our school, the health, safety and well-being of every child is our  

primary concern. We listen to our pupils  carefully and always take what 
they say seriously. We want our children to enjoy their time with us and 
feel confident to share any worries they may have. 

 

We work in partnership with our families to help all children achieve 

their potential. We keep the needs of the child at the centre of all our 

decision making and work closely with other agencies to support our 

families.  

 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is the Head teacher, and there is a 

team of staff including the deputy safeguarding leads (Deputy Head 

teacher and SENDCo) working to ensure all potential safeguarding  

issues are dealt with quickly and sensitively.  

 

All staff are asked to report any cause for concern directly to the     

Designated Safeguarding Lead in accordance with our school policy 

which is linked to the guidelines detailed by the Safeguarding Childrenô s 

Board of West Sussex. 

 

We will share any concerns raised with parents as soon as possible but 

there may be occasions where we have to consult with other agencies, 

before we contact you.  



ф 

Thomas Aô Becket Infant 

School  

Medical Information 

It is vital we have up to date medical information for your child. Please  

inform the office of any changes in circumstance for your child. If your 

child requires medication more than 3 x per day or has regular medication 

for a recognised condition we require a Medicine Consent form which  

enables us to administer medicines.  

Children must not take medicines into the classroom.  

All medicines must be clearly labelled and in the prescribed container from 

the doctor.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Health Care Plans for children with ongoing medical issues: 

Children with Asthma/Allergies 

We require two inhalers and spacers or two epi-pens depending on your 

childôs needs. One set stays with your child in the classroom and a spare is 

kept in the office. Please check dates regularly and inform us of any 

changes in your childôs condition. 

Please let the school know in advance of any medical appointments that 

occur during the school day. 

If your child is ill or has an accident in school we will need to contact you 

so please ensure that your contact phone numbers are up to date and the 

named contact is able to take calls during school hours.  

Accessibility  

There is wheelchair access into the school via all the gates. The main     

office is also accessible as are all the classrooms and the two halls where 

the majority of our meetings and performances are held. Disabled facilities 

are available within the school. 
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 The National Curriculum and Early Years        

Foundation Stage at Thomas Aô Becket  

 

We know that children learn best when they feel happy, secure, confident 

and motivated.  

Our aim is for all children to develop positive attitudes and dispositions 

towards learning  

Our most recent OFSTED inspection (July 2019) highlighted the following 

strengths:  

¶ A caring, community-friendly school, where pupils are at the centre 

of all that they do.  

¶ The school staff are a strong team. They are proud to be part of the 

school community and they are committed to continuing to improve 

teaching and learning for the pupils.  

¶ Pupils are articulate and happy. They enjoy and appreciate school. 

One pupil expressed the views of many, saying, óOur school is the 

best school in the world.ô  

¶ They know that teachers expect them to work hard but say that they 

óput in the effortô. Pupils enjoy the challenges that staff give them in 

their lessons and recognise that they make progress in their learning. 

¶ The school is inclusive and pupils with special educational needs and/

or disabilities (SEND) are well provided for, educationally, socially and 

emotionally.  

¶ Pupils are keen to keep the rules and earn stars in the recently  

¶ revised behaviour policy. They behave well in class and play  

 cooperatively at playtime. They say that they make friends easily.  

¶ Parents are overwhelmingly supportive of the school; 100% of  

 parents who replied to Ofstedôs online questionnaire, Parent View, 

 would recommend the school to others. This is a very large school, 

 but parents say that it feels small and friendly despite its size. 

 

All children are unique, and we are committed to adapting our planning 

and teaching to meet children's individual needs. 
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 Early Years Foundation Stage  

The Early Years curriculum is divided into 7 Areas of Learning and  
Development: 
 
 Prime Areas 
Communication and Language 
Physical Development 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
Specific Areas 
Literacy 
Mathematics 
Understanding the World 
Expressive Arts and Design 
 
 
Base Line and On-Going Assessment 
In Reception, children are assessed on entry through talk and               
observation; information that you provide is also used to build a picture 
of your child.  
Throughout the year the teacher will continue to assess your child. This 
information is used to plan effectively for the needs of all children within 
the class. 
At the end of the Reception Year children are assessed against the Early 
Learning Goals. This is a National statutory requirement and is used to 
enable us to plan for your child as they move into a new phase of              
learning in Key Stage 1. 
 
For more information on the Early Years Planning please see our website 
and the Development Matters document following this link: 
https://early-education.org.uk/development-matters 
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 National Curriculum Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2) 

We offer an inclusive and accessible creative curriculum for all of our   
children. Within our curriculum planning we personalise learning where 
possible, to meet childrenôs individual needs and stages of development.  
 

The National Curriculum provides a broad and balanced curriculum.   
Children learn about the important aspects of living positive social,    
emotional and healthy lifestyles. We plan learning that is relevant and 
motivating for the children by linking it to a variety of exciting topics.  
 
Throughout the Key Stage the teacher will continue to assess your child 

and the information is used to plan appropriately for the needs of the 

class.  

At the end of the two years children are assessed in accordance with the 

DfE requirements.  

Details of planning for each half term can be found on our website. 
 
Further information about the National Curriculum can be found on the 
Department for Education website 
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 Children with Additional Needs 
Our SEND Policy supports high quality inclusion for all; our aim is for all 
to children make good progress according to their ability, based on their 
starting points. 
 
For children requiring additional provision we access further support 
through WSCC Special Education Needs and Disability procedures and, if 
necessary, through Statutory Assessment in line with the DfE guidelines. 
For further information please contact our SENDCo, Carole Thomson via 
the school office. 
 

Home Learning 
Due to the diverse needs of our parents and families 
we have developed a programme of Home Learning 
that allows children to complete a range of activities 
to support and celebrate their learning; information 
will be sent out regularly to help you support your 
childôs home learning.  
 

Our main Home Learning priority for all year groups is a daily reading 
session with an adult. You can find ideas to support your childôs reading 
at home on our website and of course your childôs  teacher will be able to 
give you further guidance. 
 

Enrichment  
Trips and visitors to the school are organised to extend and consolidate 
learning. We regularly use our local area including our Forest School  
area, the beach, and organise trips further afield to places that link with 
our topics. 
The school asks parents for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
these activities. The school will not exclude any child from participating in 
the event a contribution is not made, but if insufficient financial support 
is received visitors and trips may be cancelled. There are also many  
opportunities for children to be involved in sporting activities within the 

local area.  
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Extended After School Clubs & Activities 

We have a variety of after school clubs and activities, most of which are 

run by external  providers; they contact parents/carers directly through 

letters which are sent home in your childôs book bag. Further             

information about current clubs can be found on the school website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After School Club  

 

There are also  breakfast, after school and holiday clubs on site run by  
The Child Care Club.  
This is an external provider and information can be found at: 
https://www.thechildcareclubworthing.co.uk/thomas-a-becket-

infant.html 

 

This website provides details of both clubs including session fees.  
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 Parents/Carers at Thomas Aô Becket  

 

We welcome parents and carers into our school and value the help they 

can provide to children individually or as part of a small group.   

 

We have opportunities for you to help children with activities in class or 

as a reading buddy working with children individually.  

 

Our Forest School Instructor welcomes regular volunteers into our     

conservation area and many of our Forest School volunteers return year 

after year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All volunteers are required to attend a safeguarding induction session 

and for those who wish to support our Forest School there is an  

additional Forest School induction session to ensure you are familiar with 

the safety aspects of working within this area of the school.    

 

Induction dates can be obtained from the school office.  
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 Parents at Thomas Aô Becket continuedé... 

 

FABS 

Friends of Thomas Aô Becket Infant School 

 

FABS is a group of parents, carers and staff whose aim is to enhance the 

childrenôs school experiences, through fundraising and providing a variety 

of social events. The group is a registered charity.  

All parents are welcome at the meetings, details of which can be found 

on school newsletters and the FABS Facebook page.  

 

Membership of the group is a great way to make friends with other     

parents, have some fun and support your childôs education. Please look 

out for Newsletters from FABS and ólike themô on Facebook to keep up to 

date with events and opportunities to volunteer.  

FABS appreciates all support from parents and carers and does not  

require a regular weekly commitment. Whatever you can do to support 

the events, activities and general fundraising makes a huge difference to 

the school and your child.  

 


