
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fluff the dog is happy. He 

is at the seaside. He likes 

playing in the sand. He 

makes a big sandcastle. 

Fluff loves playing in the 

sea. He likes splashing in 

the waves. 

 

Fluff the Dog 

Short |a| sound 

Words with 3 

letters 

Words with the 

letter l 

What is the dog called? 

_________________________ 

Where is the dog? 

_________________________ 

Where does the dog 

splash? 

___________________ 
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Who plays in the hay first? 

_________________________ 

What do May and Fay do in the hay? 

_________________________ 

Who sits in the hay? 

___________________ 

In the hay 

Today May plays in the hay. 

She jumps and sits in the 

hay. Then May sees a girl 

near the hay. The girl is Fay 

and she wants to play too. 

They both jump in the hay. 

May and Fay want to play in 

the hay every day.  

 

Words with the 

ay sound 

names 

action words 
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Weather 

It is sunny. When it is sunny, it is 

hot. The sun is yellow like my         

t-shirt. 

Sometimes it rains. Clouds fill the 

sky. They can be grey or white. Rain 

drops fall on my head. I play inside 

when it rains and collect the rain in 

a pot. 

When there is thunder, I can hear 

a loud rumble in the sky.  

 

 

Types of 

weather 

simile 

Why does the boy play inside when it rains? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What colours are the clouds? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What noise does it make when there is thunder? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What other colour could the boy’s t-shirt be? 

______________________________________________ 

Where do you think the boy plays when there is 

thunder? Why do you think this? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary 

Find a word in the text 

that rhymes with this 

one. 

hot______________ 

cloud ____________ 

Come up with your own 

words to rhyme with 

these ones. 

rain _____________ 

sky _____________ 

 

What other types of 

weather do you know? 

_________________

_________________

_________________ 
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Short |o| sound 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sparky’s Birthday 
“Mum?” Sally asked hopefully. “Are we 

allowed a piece of cake now?” 

Mrs James turned to her daughter. “Always 

so impatient! Of course not. The party 

doesn’t start for hours.” 

Sally left the kitchen, and went to find her 

brother. “Sparky isn’t allowed any cake 

yet,” she grumbled.  

“At least you got to give him his new 

collar,” Olly replied.  

“Shhh! Don’t say that so loud. You know he 

wasn’t meant to get it yet!” Sally 

whispered. 
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feeling words 

nouns 

Words with 3 

syllables 

Vocabulary 

What do these words 

mean? 

grumbled ___________ 

impatient____________ 

replied _____________ 

Grammar 

Circle the prefix. 

impatient 

Find 2 more words that 

have the same prefix. 

___________________

___________________ 

 

 

 

 

Whose birthday is it? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Who is not allowed any cake? (hint- there is more 

than one answer!) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why is Sally worried about getting in trouble? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why does Mum not want the cake cut yet? 

______________________________________________ 

What is Sally’s brother called? 

___________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pomo’s Costume 
Pomo was from Mars. He liked watching the space 

rovers as they moved around the planet. Pomo had 

to be careful. He didn’t want the people from Earth 

to find out he lived there, so he decided to create a 

disguise.  

Pomo wasn’t sure what the rovers were looking for, 

but he knew he had to blend into the background. 

He thought for a long time about what he could 

dress up as. Then he finally decided. He would look 

like the Mars Rover.  

Pomo collected some cardboard boxes and painted 

them grey. He found shiny stickers that he used as 

buttons. Pomo made the wheels from the tops of his 

drink bottles. 

When he was ready, Pomo stood in front of the 

rover. It took a picture of him. Pomo gulped. He 

wasn’t sure if it was good news or bad. 

 

 

verbs 

ing words 

proper nouns 

Vocabulary 

What do these words 

mean? 

disguise _____________ 

gulped ______________ 

blend ______________ 

Change up the word! 

What word could you use 

instead of:  

look _______________ 

thought _____________ 

Grammar 

How many suffixes can 

you add to paint? 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

 

 

 

 

Where is Pomo from? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why did he need a costume? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Why did Pomo think his costume one was good? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What did he make his disguise out of? 

______________________________________________ 

Why did Pomo gulp at the end? 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Interesting 

descriptions 

Harry’s feelings 

Unfamiliar words 

simile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magic Pen 

Vocabulary 

What do these words 

mean? 

sentimentally 

___________________ 

prowess 

___________________ 

wordsmith 

___________________ 

coincidence 

___________________ 

Grammar 

This text uses direct 

speech. What rules must 

you obey when using 

direct speech? 

1.  

 

2.  

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

 

 

Why would the pen have made Harry popular at primary school? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

How do you know Harry was not good at P.E.? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Why did does Harry clear his throat when he remembers his 

friend? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

What word show the pen was brightly coloured? 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Taking it from his bedside cabinet, Harry twirled the pen in his 

hand. He thought sentimentally of his days at primary where a pen 

like this would have definitely made him popular. Those days were 

gone, and without a sporting prowess, Harry knew his chances of 

making new friends were low. 

He pressed it through the nearest box before scrawling his name on 

top. Glittering like a firefly, the luminescent green shone. 

Harry hunted through a pile of what his mother called ‘junk’ on his 

desk. Sketched onto the front of his notebook was a Manga-style 

drawing of his best friend Danny. For a moment, something seemed 

caught in Harry’s throat, but after coughing, it cleared. 

He paused for an instant, trying to think of something brilliant to 

write on the first page, but his mind drew a blank and he instead 

wrote: Mum asked Harry if he wanted pizza for tea. He was no 

wordsmith; though the English teacher at his previous school 

declared he had an imagination like one he had never seen before. 

“Harry! Do you want pizza for tea?” Mum bellowed from the kitchen. 

Frowning in amazement, Harry fixed his eyes on the loopy green 

writing. 

“Yes!” he yelled in reply. Unsure whether this was an extra-ordinary 

coincidence, Harry prepared to write again. Mum told Harry he 

could play on his computer. 

“Okay. I’ll order your favourite. And don’t bother with your room, 

love. Have some time out on your computer.” 
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verbs 

description of 

its appearance 

danger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Worm 

It slithered and it squirmed, 

It wiggled and waved 

it’s long body 

As though it was a tail. 

It burrowed down 

tunnels so deep. 

It came up for air 

often 

and lay in the sun 

till the shadow 

stood over. 
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Give a word which suggests the worm was friendly. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

What does the word burrowed suggest about the way the word 

moves? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Give an example of alliteration. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

What was the shadow? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Predict what you think will happen next. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Vocabulary 

Give a word that is similar 

in meaning. 

slithering 

___________________ 

squirming 

___________________ 

burrowed 

___________________ 

Grammar 

It came up for air often. 

Often is a modal verb. 

They show how often 

something happens. List 4 

more modal verbs. 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 
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The Loss 

Vocabulary 

Find and underline in 

the text. Give the 

definition. 

bluster___________ 

ominous___________ 

dappled___________ 

 Grammar 

Underline the roots of 

each of these words. 

stepping 

branches 

freshly 

I always expected gravesides to be quiet. It is at the edge of a grassy mound, 

and although you think the trees are going to give you some shelter, they 

bluster as the wind lifts their branches. It is February, so the snowdrops nod 

their heads in the breeze. The clouds are grey, that ominous grey when they 

don’t know whether to open the heavens with rain. Peeking through a break in 

the clouds, a ray of sunlight creates a dappled ripple on the ground below the 

branches. 

The ground has been freshly dug, and there is no headstone. I wanted a white 

marble angel, but Dad said it was too expensive, so we had to settle for a 

normal headstone instead. I kneel by the side, laying the lilies where Mum’s 

heart would be, where my heart still is. I wonder whether I will ever get it 

back, or whether she took mine with hers. 

Dad hasn’t said much. We exist in silence. I haven’t even cried, and I don’t 

want to; it can’t be the first sound I make. 

I look over the precipice. I wonder why this spot was chosen to house all the 

graves, and wonder how many people have thought about stepping off the 

edge. I could do it. 

A cry behind me makes me turn around. A boy, who looks about eight, has his 

head pressed to a gravestone. I see his Mum standing alone further along the 

cliff. Without thinking, I walk to him and stand by his side. He feels my 

presence and turns. His face is red and blotchy, but it is his eyes that capture 

my attention. They seem to be the exact shade my Mum’s were, and looking at 

him, my heart makes a funny little leap. 

We look at each other, silent, before he crumples into tears again. 

I finally find my voice, three weeks since it went quiet. “It’ll be okay,” I tell 

him, and hope that it will be. 

 

1. How does the writer show Evie’s feelings in this extract? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do you think that Evie expects the graveyard to be quiet? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why is ellipsis used at the end of the fourth paragraph? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the purpose of Evie’s meeting the young boy? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What do you think will happen after Evie leaves the graveyard? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Unfamiliar words 

Feelings 

Personification 

Character 

development 

https://openclipart.org/detail/190162/green-highlighter
https://openclipart.org/detail/190163/purple-highlighter
https://openclipart.org/detail/190165/yellow-highlighter
https://openclipart.org/detail/190161/cyan-highlighter


humour 

Liam’s personality 

parenthesis 

relative clause 

 

 

 

New School 
It took five rounds of the singing parrot on his alarm clock (Mum’s idea, not his) to 

wake him from his slumber and jolt him into the reality that was Monday at a new 

school. As he pulled on the uniform of his old school, Liam had the unwelcome 

realisation that not only would he be new- he would look new. 

The morning began like any other: Mum repeatedly pestered him to wake up; he 

ignored her; she poured the milk into his cornflakes anyway, which ultimately meant 

he had a soggy breakfast each weekday, unlike the weekends when Liam was given 

both the privilege and responsibility of making (Liam called it creating, since his food-

show-narrative described how to combine ice-cream and chocolate sauce into a 

tasty, if slightly unhealthy treat) breakfast. 

After scarfing down soggy Weetabix (there were no cornflakes, which Liam was sure 

was an omen for the day), he grabbed his bag and notebook before setting off for 

school. The only good thing about this school was that it was a shorter walk than to 

his previous one. 

Stood in the reception line, amongst chatty mums, wailing babies and phones 

buzzing, Liam waited patiently. His hope was that the adult staff would want to look 

after the other adults, thus wasting as much of the school day as possible. This hope, 

however, was quashed when a young woman called him to the front. 

“Hi. My name is Liam. I’m starting here today.”  

“Hi Liam!” with a level of enthusiasm that Harry felt should be banned so early in the 

morning, “I’ll just call your Head of House. Have a seat over there while you wait.” 

His Head of House was an imposing man. Liam wondered whether he should make a 

joke about him being the BFG, but upon consideration he felt that the man lacked 

the friendliness of the F part. After a consultation, Liam was directed to maths where 

he had to wait outside for 20 minutes before the lesson started. 

He hoped this day would get better. 

 

 

How do you know Liam did not want to get up? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Why does Liam prefer the weekends? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Describe in your own words how he ate his cereal. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Give two reasons his Head of House didn’t seem approachable. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Vocabulary 

What do these words 

mean? 

slumber 

___________________ 

privilege 

___________________ 

scarfing 

___________________ 

consultation 

___________________ 

Grammar 

Give synonyms for the 

following words from the 

passage. 

jolt 

___________________ 

unwelcome 

___________________ 

patient 

___________________ 

imposing 

___________________ 
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